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Seed Science Center and BIGMAP Director Manjit Misra 

was honored October 3, 2008 at the Order of the Knoll 

Campaign Event, held in the Scheman Building on the 

Iowa State University campus. Misra was one of five Iowa 

State faculty members recognized at the event for receiving 

named or endowed faculty positions. Misra was named as 

Dean’s Chair for Distinction in the College of Agriculture and 

Life Sciences effective July 1, 2008.

At the ceremony, Iowa State President Gregory Geoffroy 

praised the accomplishments of Misra and the other faculty 

members being honored. “We truly do have outstanding 

faculty,” he said. “They have a passion for teaching, a 

passion for research, and a passion for problem solving and innovation. They are 

charting new frontiers in academic advancement and preparing future generations of 

great minds and leaders. They are the cornerstones of Iowa State’s present success and 

they are the key to the university’s future.”

Misra is a professor of agricultural and biosystems engineering. His research involves 

the study of plant protection, bioterrorism, and biosystems engineering.

In addition to leading the Seed Science Center and BIGMAP, as holder of the 

Dean’s Chair for Distinction, Misra plans to expand international activities related to 

seed biosafety work by enhancing the curriculum for the Graduate Program in Seed 

Technology and Business.

“This was truly an honor,” said Misra. “Seed science and biotechnology are important 

tools to meet the food and fuel needs of the world. I am proud of the work that the Seed 

Science Center and BIGMAP are doing across the globe to further this mission. We are 

taking Iowa State to the world, and bringing the world to our students.”

Dean Wendy Wintersteen established the Dean’s Chair for Distinction as part of the 

Endowed Deanship in Agriculture and Life Sciences. Part of the Dean’s intent is to use the 

resources of the Endowed Deanship to support faculty excellence.
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HARRIES HONORED BY 
LATIN-AMERICAN 
FEDERATION OF SEED  
ASSOCIATIONS

Iowa State 

University 

Seed Scientist   

Adelaida Harries 

was recognized 

in October 2008 

during the XXI Pan-

American Seed Congress held in 

Cartagena, Colombia. Harries was 

awarded the Medal of Merit from the 

Latin-American Federation of Seed 

Associations (FELAS) at the event in 

recognition of her continuous support 

of the development and enhancement 

of the public and private seed sector 

in Latin America.

Harries has worked in Latin 

America for the past 25 years. She 

has extensive experience in seed 

policies and regulations related to 

seed certification, plant breeders 

rights, and quality assurance. She 

has also served as President of the 

National Seed Institute (INASE).

“This recognition is well-

deserved,” said Manjit Misra, Seed 

Science Center director. “During 

her time at Iowa State, Adelaida has 

worked tirelessly to promote the 

harmonization of seed policies in 

many countries around the world. 

Her efforts have made an impact on 

the lives of many individuals, helping 

them to have access to quality seeds 

to help pull them out of a life of 

poverty.”

Over 200 persons attended 

the Pan-American Seed Congress 

organized by FELAS. Founded in 

1986, FELAS represents its members 

at the Latin American and global 

level, promoting the interests of the 

seed industry and the progress of 

agriculture on the continent.

BIGMAP Policy Associate Speaks at Biotech  
Congress in Kenya

James Aketch Okeno, BIGMAP policy associate, traveled to 

Nairobi, Kenya, in September 2008 to speak at the First All 

Africa Congress on Biotechnology. Okeno discussed policy 

initiatives emerging in Africa to embrace biotechnology and 

presented information about biotech crops. 

Okeno told attendees that although their country has been 

hesitant to adopt genetically modified crops, he believes they have nothing to fear. 

“Genetically modified crops in the U.S. go through rigorous tests to ensure their 

safety,” he said. “Kenya should not be afraid to adopt them. There are scientists at local 

universities and research institutions in the country that are qualified to work with 

these types of agricultural products.”     

Okeno is on sabbatical from Moi University in Eldoret, Kenya, where he is a 

senior lecturer in the Department of Biotechnology teaching plant genetics. He was 

instrumental in raising funds to construct a biotech lab at the university. Okeno has  

also served as Director of Regulatory Affairs for the Africa Harvest Biotech Foundation 

International. 
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